
APS DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL FINE ARTS CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK  
 
Course Title:  Art I District Course Number:    70030 
 
Department:   Fine Arts NM STARS Number:    11617121    
 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Length of Course:  One Year Credit/PRI Area:  .50 per sem./ Fine Arts Grade Level(s):   9 - 12 
 
 
Important Notes:  
A fee of $15 per semester may be charged for materials, tools, and maintenance of equipment. The use of special materials for specific projects may require an additional fee.  
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Art I is an entry level course recommended as a prerequisite for all art/crafts courses. Art I is a design and visual fundamental class which exposes the 
student to a variety of methods, techniques and media. Literacy is integrated throughout the course. Skills and knowledge acquired in this course can be applied to the United 
States Department of Education Audio-Video Technology & Communications Career Cluster and respective pathways and the New Mexico Arts and Entertainment career cluster.   
 
References in parentheses following each performance standard refer to and are aligned with the National Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications Cluster  
Standards (NA), National Visual Arts Content Standards (N), New Mexico Fine Arts (Visual Arts) Standards (NM), New Mexico Career Readiness Standards (CR), the National 
Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS), and the Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) Language Arts Standards (APS – LA). 
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STRATEGIES: 
The “Illustrations” column in the Program of Studies provides exemplars of the performance standards, strategies, and best practices suggested by Fine Arts teachers in the 
Albuquerque Public Schools (APS).    
 
 
 
 
ASSESSMENTS: 
Assessments may include: authentic and performance-based assessment, cooperative learning, teacher observations, checklists, tests and exams, formal and informal writing, small 
group and full class discussions, oral and multimedia presentations, projects, demonstrations, and portfolios. Assessments are based on appropriate rubrics.     
 
 
 
SUGGESTED TEXTBOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS: 

•  A World of Images-Laura Chapman-Davis Publishing-1992 
•  Keys to Drawing-Bert Dodson-Northlight Books-1990 
•  Exploring Visual Design-The Elements and Principles-Third Edition-Joseph Gatto, Albert Porter, Jack Selleck-Davis Publications-2000 
 
 

 
SUGGESTED TITLES/AUTHORS WEB SITES: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             Approved by HSCA:  April 17, 2008 
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STRAND I:  ESSENTIAL SKILLS 
CONTENT STANDARD:  The student learns and develops the essential skills and technical demands unique to the visual arts.  
 

 
BENCHMARKS:   A.  The student shows skill, confidence, and sensitivity in applying knowledge of art media and techniques to the production of art work. 

B.  The student demonstrates knowledge of appropriate health and safety issues as they pertain to the use of art material and equipment.  
C.  The student recognizes that there are multiple points of view about organizational principles of design and elements of art. 

                                 D.  The student produces art that demonstrates the elements of art and principles of design in a variety of media.  
 

GRADE 
9 – 12  

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ILLUSTRATIONS 

  
 
 
 
1. Identifies planning and organizing strategies for creating art (N – II.3). 
 
2. Identifies and correctly applies the vocabulary of art (NA – II.1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Determines the relationship between various media, techniques, and 

processes (N – IA). 
 
4. Explores different types of media, techniques, and processes used to 

create various art forms (N – IA). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Observes and demonstrates the safe and responsible use of tools and 

materials (NM – IB; NA – VI.1). 
 
6. Recognizes and discusses how concepts and images from a variety of 

     NOTE: Illustrations include suggested activities for attaining each 
     performance standard. A check for (√) refers to a key feature to look for 
     while assessing student performance. 
 
1 – 2.  The student keeps a sketchbook of ideas, plans, and assignments. This  
     helps the student improve on his/her creations, enhances the planning process, 
     and ensures that projects are more successful. He/She also maintains a journal 
     where he/she keeps notes on new vocabulary and art supplies used in 
     individual projects. 

9  maintenance of sketchbook 
9  organization 
9  vocabulary development 

 
3, 4, 6.  The student discusses how art gives a visible form to an idea and a way 
     to express feelings about it. A common procedure for the student to learn the 
     relationship, techniques, and processes of various media is to read text 
     selections, observe a teacher demonstration, and then practice the technique. 
     After experimentation with the new technique the student reflects on what 
     he/she would change (e.g., improper application of materials).    

9  individual participation in discussions 
9  reading analysis 
9  listening and observation skills 
9  application of knowledge 
9  personal reflections 
9  clarity in expression 
9  understanding of key concepts 

 
5.  Before the student can use special equipment, tools, and/or materials, he/she 
     observes a demonstration on the proper use of the equipment, material, and/or 
     tool and reads instructions/labels as to what it can or cannot do (e.g., proper   
     application). Each time the student uses such equipment, tools,  
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GRADE 
9 – 12  

ILLUSTRATIONS PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

sources can be used to create original art (NM – IC). 
 
 
 
 
7. Explores how artistic ideas implemented through different media develop 

and evolve over a period of time (NM – ID.1). 
 
 

     and/or materials, he/she follows manufacturer’s directions, classroom safety  
     rules and health warnings.     

9  safety practices 
9  appropriate selection of equipment, tools, and/or materials 

 
7. The student keeps a record in his/her journal of each project, a checklist of   
 assignments, progress of the assignments, and when the project/assignment 
 was completed (teacher/peer feedback).      

9  analysis 
9  effective communication 
9  regular documentation 
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STRAND II:  EXPRESSION OF IDEAS 
CONTENT STANDARD:  The student uses visual arts to express ideas.   
 

 
BENCHMARK: The student describes how specific works of art can communicate an idea or elicit a variety of responses through the use of selected media, techniques, and  
 processes.  
 

 
GRADE 

9 – 12  
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ILLUSTRATIONS 

 1.    Identifies unique properties and potential of art materials (N – I.2;  
       NM – IA). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.    Identifies materials, techniques and processes to facilitate the expression 
       of ideas (N – I.2; NM – IC, IIA). 
 
      
3.    Identifies media, techniques and processes used to solve visual art  
       problems (N – II.3; NM – ID). 
 
4.    Recognizes art elements and design principles in a variety of media (an 
 aesthetic composition) (NM – II.2) . 
 
5.    Identifies a variety of art works in a historical and cultural context and 
       assimilates this into personal expression (NM – IIA.1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  As the student embarks on his/her study of art, it is important that he/she 
understands the importance of a broad spectrum and variety of both 2-D and 
3-D media (e.g., tempra, watercolor, charcoal, pencil, scratchboard, clay). The 
student takes a quiz over key concepts and techniques.   

9  individual participation in discussions 
9  note taking 
9  understanding of key concepts 
9  effective writing elements 

 
2 – 5.  The student participates in a discussion that compares speakers, writers,  
     and artists. Through thoughtful reflection, the student points out that speakers 
     and writers use letters to form words and a visual artist makes use of art  
     elements and design principles (e.g., shape, form, space, texture, balance,  
     composition) of art to express their ideas. Having learned these fundamentals, 
     the student applies his/her knowledge in a variety of ways. He/She: 

•  examines examples of art forms from different cultures 
 (e.g., Japanese, Southwest, Greek). 
•  watches a video on Africa. In a group project the student researches 

and compares women’s roles in Africa to United States (e.g., dress, 
clothes, symbols, design, fabric). The student, using a limited pallet of 
colors and stencils, then designs a square that is painted on school 
property.  

•  chooses appropriate materials and techniques for an assigned project 
(e.g., value, texture, contrast). In an oral or written format, the student 
explains the changes he/she observed as the project was developed, 
and how he/she decided to finish the project. 

•  completes a project where he/she integrates cultural and historical 
styles into the creation of a project, and decorates the project using 
color.  

9  evidence of cultural and historical influences in final product 
9  proper selection of materials for projects 
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GRADE 
9 – 12  

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ILLUSTRATIONS 

9  individual participation in discussions 
9  justification of materials and idea development 
9  application of design elements in projects 
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STRAND III: CONNECTIONS AND PARALLELS 
CONTENT STANDARD: The student integrates understanding of visual arts by seeking connections and parallels among art disciplines as well as other content areas. 
 

 
BENCHMARKS: A. The student creates art work that demonstrates an understanding of the relationship between selected subjects, images, and design concepts from  
  specific historic and cultural contexts, science, and the humanities.  
 B. The student examines how specific works are created and how they relate to historical and cultural contexts.      

 
GRADE 
 9 – 12  

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ILLUSTRATIONS 

 1.    Explores challenging problems using intellectual skills (e.g., analysis,  
       synthesis, evaluation) (NM – IIIA.1).     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.    Identifies similarities and differences between the visual arts and other  
       disciplines (N – VI.1). 
 
3.    Identifies universal themes and concepts that exist within the arts 
       disciplines (N – VI.2; NM – IIIA). 
 
4.    Recognizes characteristics of visual arts within a particular historical  
       period or style with ideas, issues or themes in other disciplines  
       (N – VI.2). 
 
 
5.    Discusses and explains how current technology impacts visual arts and  
       other disciplines (NM – VIIA). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. The student learns some of the basic techniques used in working with a variety   
 of media. Through experimentation the student learns what works and what   
 does not work. The student gradually introduces a new media (e.g., pencil,    
 watercolors, charcoal) and in five steps transforms an inanimate object into an  
 animate object (e.g., scissors into birds). The student has the option of  
 transforming the background. 

9  experimentation 
9  analysis 
9  problem-solving techniques 
9  media skill/technique 

 
2 – 4, 6.  The student selects an artist (e.g., printmaker, painter, graphic designer, 
 sculptor) to research and presents findings (e.g., poster, report). He/She 
 includes points about the artist’s life, describes his/her work without 
 judgments, and then tells what he likes or dislikes about the artist’s work. The 
 student creates a work inspired by/or in the style of the artist chosen. 

9  thorough research 
9  pertinent information 
9  effective presentation 
9  all required components 
9  creativity if presenting visually 

 
5. One area where technology has played an important role in the development  
 of art is in computer graphics. The student takes a picture of his/her face and   
 scans the photo into Adobe Photo-Shop. He/She manipulates the contrast   
 (e.g., light, medium, dark) and then creates a linoleum print from the resulting  
 image. The student explores a handout on Photo-Shop and its various  
 techniques.    

9  application of ideas 
9  creativity 
9  effective communication 
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GRADE 
 9 – 12  

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ATIONS ILLUSTR

 
 
 
6.    Demonstrates an understanding of art based on cross-discipline learning  
       (NM – IIIA.1). 
 
 
 
 
 

9  personal slant and viewpoint 
9  use of technology 
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STRAND IV: ANALYSIS OF ARTISTIC WORKS 
CONTENT STANDARD: The student observes, discusses, analyzes, and makes critical judgments about artistic works. 
 

 
BENCHMARK: The student demonstrates knowledge of analytical processes to create critical aesthetic statements concerning selected works of art.  
 

 
GRADE 

9 – 12  
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ILLUSTRATIONS 

 1.    Explores the various purposes for creating works of visual art 
       (N – IV.3, V.1, V.3). 

 
2.    Examines works of art and artifacts from diverse world cultures and  
       places them in a cultural and historical context, using appropriate  
       vocabulary (NM – VA.2). 
 
3.    Becomes familiar with artwork through the use of: proper vocabulary,  
       art elements and design principles, meaning, feeling, mood and ideas, 
       oral and written expression (NM – V.2). 

 
4.    Recognizes that there are varied responses to specific artworks  
       (N – III.1, V.2). 
 
 
 
    
 

1 – 4.  Through the use of pictures, slides, and other visuals the student discusses 
     elements and principles of design in a variety of artwork. Through effective 
     teacher facilitation and questioning, the student explains what he/she thinks 
     about specific works of art [e.g., personal aesthetics, how did a culture use a  
     product (e.g., Africans used masks for funerals, Mayans used products to 
     relate to life and death)]. The student makes personal connections to specific  
     works of art relating how his/her environment and/or personal experiences  
     may influence the way the art example makes him/her feel.    

9  ability to differentiate between different artistic movements 
9  effective communication 
9  personal response and connections to art samples 
9  appropriate vocabulary usage 
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STRAND V: DIVERSITY AWARENESS 
CONTENT STANDARD:  The student shows increased awareness of diverse peoples and cultures through visual arts. 
 

 
BENCHMARKS: A. The student identifies the characteristics and purposes of the historical and cultural contexts of selected pieces of art. 
 B. The student describes uses and explores the meaning of art objects within diverse cultures, times, and geographic locations. 
 

 
GRADE 

9 – 12 
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ILLUSTRATIONS 

 1. Creates a work of art that reflects historical and/or cultural context 
 (NM – VIA.1). 
 
2. Recognizes that the visual arts have a history, purpose and function in  
 all cultures (NA – V.1; NM – VIB). 
 
3. Recognizes that cultures have different aesthetics and each individual 
 is a product of his or her culture (N – III.1, N – IV.2; NM – VIB). 
 
4. Demonstrates an understanding of how historical and contemporary  
 works of art reflect and influence societies and cultures (N – IV.2;  
 NM – VIA). 
 
5. Determines the influence of the art experience as a creator for the 
 viewer (N – V.3). 
 
 

1 – 5. The student selects a particular artwork he/she likes and researches how  
          this artwork appears in different cultures (e.g., masks, mandala). He/She: 

•  produces a similar artwork after his/her research. The student 
presents his/her work in an exhibition at the school site. The 
student explains during critiques how the work of another culture 
inspired his/her piece. 

•  researches the Native American process and origin of Horse-Hair 
firing of a ceramic piece. He/She learns the vocabulary and 
techniques (e.g., burnish, slip). The student then participates in the 
firing of the clay pieces.   

9  thorough research 
9  accuracy in findings 
9  effective presentation 
9  creativity 
9  clarity of expression 
9  cultural understandings 
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STRAND VI: CAREER READINESS 
CONTENT STANDARD:  The student explores visual arts career pathways and recognizes skills necessary to seek employment in the field.     
 

 
BENCHMARKS: A. The student identifies education, training, and skills required for employment in the visual arts field. 
 B. The student examines employment opportunities, workplace environments, and career growth potential for visual arts fields. 
 

 
GRADE 
 9 – 12  

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ILLUSTRATIONS 

 1.    Articulates how art provides an opportunity for lifelong learning 
       (CR – B). 
 
2.    Explores personal interests and aptitudes for proper course selection  
       and career choices (CR – 1A). 
 
3.    Explores career pathways consistent with career interests, aptitudes, and  
       abilities to meet career goals and objectives (CR – 1C; N – IX.3, 4;  
       NA – V.2). 
 
4.    Identifies and explores career opportunities in one or more career 
       pathways (NA – V.2; N – IX.3). 
 
5.    Identifies ethical conduct, positive behaviors and personal qualities  
       (e.g., manages time, prioritizes responsibilities) within the school,  
       workplace, and community (CR – 4A; N – VIII.1, IX.2).  
 
6.    Works cooperatively with persons from diverse backgrounds to  
       accomplish a common goal (CR - 4B, 5C). 
 
7.    Identifies critical thinking and problem-solving skills, or identifies 
       problems and uses critical thinking skills and team skills, to solve  
       problems (CR – 5E).  
 
 
 
 
 

1 – 7.  The student meets the standards in this strand through a variety of  
     activities. He/She:   

•  listens to various guest speakers (e.g., photographer, graphic artist, 
children’s book illustrator, local potter) talk about their craft, how they 
make their living, the education and training required, and viable career 
opportunities in that field. 

•  attends an arts festival (e.g., drama, music, dance, poetry). 
•  participates in a juried student exhibit. 
•  contributes to the production of a school-wide art display in which 

students and staff exhibit their own works of art. 
•  discusses workplace behaviors (e.g., language, completion of work, 

clean up). 
•  goes to an elementary or middle school classroom and teaches an art 

lesson to the students or tutors those students in their art class. 
•  participates in a shadowing, mentorship, or internship experience.   

For each activity that the student participates in, he/she reflects orally or in 
writing what he/she heard, learned, observed, or did as part of that 
experience.     

9  active participation in activities 
9  successful completion of assigned duties 
9  personal reflections 
9  effective writing elements 
9  teamwork/collaboration on joint projects 
9  positive behaviors 
9  problem-solving techniques 
9  awareness development of artistic careers and options 
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STRAND VII: LITERACY 
CONTENT STANDARD:  The student communicates visual art principles through reading, writing, speaking, and research opportunities. 
 

 
BENCHMARK: The student demonstrates proficiency in reading comprehension, specialized vocabulary, critical thinking, and writing through a variety of 
 classroom assignments and projects. 
  

 
GRADE 
 9 – 12  

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ILLUSTRATIONS 

  
 
 
 
 
1.    Develops and demonstrates proficiency with the following strategies to 
       approach reading for information across content areas (APS – LA I.1): 

•  scans reading selection to determine whether a text contains 
relevant information and 

•  reviews and summarizes essential elements of text for overview. 
 
2.    Summarizes information accurately to determine main idea and critical  
       details (APS – LA I.6). 

 
3.    Comprehends and uses reading strategies to learn meaning, technical  
       concepts, and vocabulary (NA – II.1). 

 
4.    Uses a variety of interactive technologies effectively to enhance  
       understanding of reading selections and to present information  
       appropriate for the intended purpose and audience (APS – LA I.3, III.4).   

 
5.    Develops and delivers formal and informal presentations using  
       appropriate media to engage and inform audiences (NM – II.4). 

 
6.    Interprets information from, and detects similarities and differences in, a 
       variety of texts (APS – LA II.3). 

 
7.    Develops increased competence in using the writing process to create a 
       final product (APS – LA III.1). 

 
 

NOTE: The student has multiple opportunities in the arts classroom to  
 demonstrate literacy skills. This is made possible in almost every 
 strand. The following are just a few instances where this is 
 evidenced. 
 
1 – 6.  See Strand I, the 3rd illustration; Strand II, the 1st and 2nd illustrations;  
     Strand III, the 2nd illustration; and the illustration in Strand V.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4, 7 – 9.  See Strand I, the 1st and last illustrations; Strand II, the 1st illustration;  
     Strand III, the illustration for performance standard #5; and the illustrations  
     in Strands V and VI.   
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GRADE 
 9 – 12  

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS ILLUSTRATIONS 

8.    Uses correct grammar, punctuation, and terminology to write and edit  
       documents (APS – III.5; NA – II.3). 
 
9.    Supports an informed opinion (APS – LA III.6). 

 
10.  Develops increased competence with speaking strategies   
       (APS – LA IV.1). 

 
 

11.  Applies active listening skills to obtain and clarify information  
       [APS – V.1 (11); N – II.6].  

 
12.  Views media critically (APS – LA V.1). 

 
13.  Demonstrates appropriate participation in group discussions  
       (APS – LA V.2). 

 
14.  Develops increased competence in using research strategies 
       (APS – LA VI.5). 

 
15.  Locates, organizes, and references written information from various  
       sources to communicate with co-workers and clients/participants   
       (NA – II.2). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
10, 13.  See Strand I, the 2nd illustration; Strand II, the 1st and 2nd illustrations; 
     Strand III, the 1st and 2nd illustrations; and the illustrations in  
     Strands IV, V, and VI.   
 
11 – 13.  See Strand III, the illustration for performance standard #5 and the  
     illustrations for Strands IV and VI, Strand II, the 2nd illustration.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
14, 15.  See Strand II, the 2nd illustration; Strand III, the 2nd illustration; and the 
     illustration in Strand V.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


